[Cytotoxic activity of the serum of schizophrenic patients].
The action of blood serum obtained from 38 schizophrenic patients and 28 control subjects was studied on new cells: Chinese hamster kidney, diploid human cells and glial cultures of immature ependymoblastoma of type 5 mice (IE-5) and neurinoma of rat trigeminal ganglion. Sera of schizophrenic patients--especially of those with a continuous course and disease standing over 5 years and with a recurrent course and disease standing less than 5 years--were found to be significantly more toxic. In the culture of IU-5, sera from schizophrenic patients of a younger age (the mean age 27 years) exerted the most pronounced cytolytic action. Toxic activity of the serum of schizophrenic patients persisted for 14 days at +4 degrees C and 60 days at -30 degrees C but was reduced following thermal treatment (+56 degrees C, 30 min).